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• Positives in post 9/11 counter-terrorism 
strategy

– The emphasis that it is not a war of the West against 
Islam

– In many of the armed conflicts, they actively sought 
to protect and deliver Muslims from evil dictators to protect and deliver Muslims from evil dictators 
even at great cost to their own military

– A policy of engagement with Muslim communities’ 
this included addressing grievances and alleviating 
conditions that could give rise to terrorism

– The acceptance of the validity of all religions and 
their right to exist within a society based on liberal, 
democratic values, and the protection of their 
adherents



• Post 9/11 strategy: CONTEST
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2010 - Review of 2007 Prevent strategy

• Serious flaws were found

“the previous Prevent programme ... confused the 
delivery of government policy to promote 
integration with government policy to prevent integration with government policy to prevent 
terrorism.  It failed to tackle the extremist ideology 
at the heart of the threat we face, and in trying to 
reach those at risk of radicalisation, funding 
sometimes even reached the very extremist 
organisations that Prevent should have been 
confronting.”

- The Prevent Strategy, UK Home Office



2011 Revised CONTEST strategy with new Prevent

– Prevent

• ideology

• institutions• institutions

• individuals

– Pursue

– Protect

– Prepare



• Revised CONTEST placed greater emphasis on 
ideology, through Prevent

“First, we will respond to the ideological challenge of 
terrorism and the threat from those who promote it. In doing 
so, we must be clear: the ideology of extremism and terrorism 
is the problem; legitimate religious belief emphatically is not. is the problem; legitimate religious belief emphatically is not. 
But we will not work with extremist organisations that oppose 
our values of universal human rights, equality before the law, 
democracy and full participation in our society. If 
organisations do not accept these fundamental values, we will 
not work with them and we will not fund them.”

- Prevent Strategy, Presented to Parliament by the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department by Command of Her 
Majesty, June 2011, p.1



Theology

8.36 The last strategy recognised the difficulty of the Government 

taking a position on matters of theology. But the Government 

designated Islamic studies as a ‘strategically important and 

vulnerable subject’, allowing the Department to facilitate 

networking and collaboration between academics. It supported 

work by a group of leading scholars, community leaders and 

academics to consider how Islam is contextualised in this country.

8.37 The FCO and DCLG also sponsored a series of ‘road shows’ by 8.37 The FCO and DCLG also sponsored a series of ‘road shows’ by 

Muslim community groups around the country involving lectures, 

debates and cultural events aimed at promoting a mainstream 

message of Islam on a number of key issues, including terrorism. 

The FCO supported further initiatives overseas, networking imams 

from this country with counterparts elsewhere to understand 

extremist issues and how they might best be addressed.

Quoted from Prevent Strategy, presented to Parliament by the Secretary of 

State for the Home Department by Command of Her Majesty, June 2011, p.49



British Security Minister Baroness Pauline Neville Jones announced the UK 
government’s revised Prevent agenda.

Will be broader than before, to “confront all forms of extremism, from the far 
left to the far right”. At the same time, it will focus “more narrowly… on 
violent extremism and the pathways that lead to [the] espousal of violence”.

• Ideology - counter-terrorist message has to be “more sustained” and “more 
focused”, with much attention given to the “exploitation” of the internet by 
extremists for radicalisation and recruitment

• Institutions - where people “may be especially vulnerable to the influence 
of charismatic radicalisers”, for example, universities and colleges, prisons, 
mosques. Government to work with a broad range of partners –mosques. Government to work with a broad range of partners –
governmental and non-governmental – to ensure these places do not become 
“incubators of extremism”.

• Individuals - saying that “people” should be at the center of a “more 
granular strategy”. Community empowerment and engagement are vital. 
“Hundreds of people have now been referred through our flagship Channel 
programme. This type of multi-agency intervention is enormously more cost 
effective than maintaining an MI5 investigation or dealing with the 
consequences of a successful attack”. 

Conference on “UK and US Approaches in Countering Radicalization” held at the Council on 
Foreign Relations in Washington DC, organised jointly by . the Council on Foreign Relations, 
Georgetown University’s Center for Peace and Security Studies, and King’s College London’s 
International Center for the Study of Radicalization, April 1st, 2011



• The U.S. Embassy in London asked that someone be 
sent over from the U.S. to study the UK strategy. 
Quintan Wiktorowicz, a U.S. academic, was chosen. In 
January 2011 he returned to the U.S. and joined the 
National Security Council as Senior Director for Global 
Engagement,

• Seven months later, in August 2011, the White House • Seven months later, in August 2011, the White House 
issued its strategy document: Empowering Local 
Partners to Prevent Violent Extremism in the United 
States.

• In the meantime, the UK had decided to abandon its 
original Prevent strategy because it was ineffective.

• Is the original model, as brought back by Wiktorowicz,  
still being followed in the U.S. ?



GWOT
begat

Long War
begat

US Strategy in Bumper StickersUS Strategy in Bumper Stickers

Bush Bush 

AdministrationsAdministrations
begat

(CIST)
begat

CVE
begat

OCO

AdministrationsAdministrations

Obama Obama 

AdministrationAdministration



The Fallacy and the Facts
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Whereas The 9/11 Commission Report, 

published under the Presidency of George W. 

Bush in July 2004, had used the word Islam 

322 times, Muslim 145 times, jihad 126 322 times, Muslim 145 times, jihad 126 

times, and jihadist 32 times, The National 

Intelligence Strategy of the United States, 

issued by the Obama administration in 

August 2009, used the term Islam 0 times, 

Muslim 0 times, jihad 0 times. 



Daniel Benjamin, State Department counter-

terrorism coordinator

a) The Age of Sacred Terror by Daniel Benjamin a) The Age of Sacred Terror by Daniel Benjamin 

and Steven Simon (published 2002)

b) Benjamin now denies that ideology has any 

role in terror



Peter Bergen’s latest book Manhunt: From 9/11 to Abbottabad: 
The Ten-year Search for Osma bin Laden

“shows how bin Laden and his crew were — are — motivated 
as much by religious zealotry as by lust for power, political 
aggrandisement, aggressive self-assertion, personal 
resentment or perceptions of ‘deprivation’. There has been a 
tendency, in the British bureaucracy at least, to play down the tendency, in the British bureaucracy at least, to play down the 
religious and to play up everything else. This is partly because 
a secular culture finds it difficult to comprehend true religious 
enthusiasm and partly because, if you do admit it, you can see 
no end to it — there’s nothing to negotiate. Osama bin Laden 
was everything we want to say about him — and devoutly 
religious. He led his household in prayer every day and named 
Safia after a contemporary of the Prophet who had killed a 
Jew, hoping — he explained — that she would grow up to do 
the same.”

Review by Alan Judd in The Spectator, 12 May 2012



• A collection of essays that explores the role of • A collection of essays that explores the role of 
ideology in the Islamist revolution 

• Draws on the lessons of past ideological 
conflicts, such as those with communism and 
fascism

• Proposes an effective strategy for countering 
and defeating the beliefs that motivate Islamists



• The West and Islam are at a crossroads.

• The West’s denial of the ideological roots 
of Islamist terrorism:

• Hampers its ability to undermine its enemies and 
ensure its own safetyensure its own safety

• Gives primacy to the Islamists

• Censoring all mention of Islam does not 
help in the long run.

• The future lies in honest discussion, no 
matter how painful.


